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a glistening, red, granulating, almost circular surface is revealed. In the
centre of this surface a small ivory-white object is generally visible, the
head of the worm, and protruding from one side near the head a white,
diaphanous, membranous, collapsed tube about one-thirtieth of an inch
in diameter may be seen. This is the prolapsed uterus of the worm.
(c)	Detection of Worm
Palpation Palpation in the neighbourhood of the blister mny reveal the presence
of the long, thread-like guinea-worm lying in the subcutaneous tissue
beneath the skin and extending from the blister in a tortuous fashion
afoot or more away from it. Sometimes the worm is detected by palpa-
tion before the blister is formed, for cases occur in groups of men, and
the presence of a worm or worms may be suspected and discovered in
the absence of any symptoms. Patients have told me that they have
noticed the worm moving in the tissues, but in such cases as I have been
able to observe the worm occupied the same position for a period of a
week or more before it reached maturity. There is certainly no active
traversing of the tissues such as is well known to occur in the case of
certain other filariae, for example Loci loa and Acunthocheilonema
perstans.
While living in the tissues the worm causes little or no reaction till
it reaches maturity, when the blister forms. In rare instances there
are deep-seated abscesses containing a blood-stained, purulent fluid
associated with the macerated remains of a guinea-worm.
(d)	Sites of Blisters and Number of Parasites
Guinea-worm blisters may occur in any part of the body, but are far
more frequent on the lower extremities than elsewhere; Fairley (1924)
recorded 218 blisters on the legs in an examination of the site selected by
252 worms. Of these 218 blisters, as many as 108 developed on the feet,
92 on the leg, and 18 on the thigh. An upper extremity was the si te ch osen
in 14 cases and the trunk in 11. Rarer sites for the blister are the scrotum,
the penis, the vulva, and the tongue and mouth. The skin of the scalp,
neck, or face is seldom the site of a blister.
Number of More than one guinea-worm may be present in a patient at the same
time-In the towi1 °^ Ra-nebannur in the Deccan, India, in March 1915,
among 202 cases seen there, 127 had one worm, only, 44 had two, 11 had
three, 7 had four, 4 had five, 4 had nine worms, and six, seven, eight,
ten, and twenty-four worms were detected at one time in individual cases.
(e)	Infection of Water-Supply by Patient
The sufferer repairs to the village tank or well to draw water for
domestic purposes or to use it to cool his hot and swollen limb. Here
he bathes the affected part, probably opening the blister at the same
time. The cold water stimulates the uterus to contract, and embryos
thus find their way into the village water-supply. The patient now returns
to his home, plucking a few leaves from some tree on the way to cover

